
 

Groveland City Council 
City Manager’s Report 
June 8, 2016 
 
 
Pending Action Items: 

 As you may recall the City Council has forwarded a letter supporting the "Cable Wakeboard 
Concept" to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) on the behalf of Blue 
Wake LLC.  You may also recall that there continues to be confusion as to the ownership of the 
northern half of Lake David; per recent reports from DEP's division of State Lands, Lake David, is 
not considered to be state lands and therefore the proprietary requirements of Florida 
Administrative Code does not apply.  This has triggered the DEP to request greater title 
determination and request the City of Groveland's consideration to be an co-applicant on this 
project.  Before making this determination the City Council has asked that a legal description be 
researched and developed.  The City Council also requested the City Manager to gauge the 
applicant Blue Wake LLC willingness to pay or share in the additional expense of the 
aforementioned legal expenses (please see "Attachment 1" for Jeffrey Emmett's response which 
would indicate a desire to have such cost recouped in an anticipated lease or revenue share 
agreement). 

      
Report from the Desk of the City Manager: 

 According to Vox Media's Curbed on-line magazine, Groveland is ranked the 4th fastest 
growing community in the State of Florida.  The same source identifies the State of Florida as 
the fifth fastest growing State in the Nation.  Please see "Attachment 2" for further information.  

 
 2016 Best Estimate Values - The best estimate of taxable values for 2016 were released from the 

property appraiser's office last week; and once again we are expected to have strong property 
value growth with a 16.28% increase.  Much of this growth was driven by new construction, but 
it is also attributed to strong smart growth policies, hard staff work, and a user friendly 
community development department.  (Please See: "Attachment 3") 

 
 The Friends of the Marion Baysinger Memorial Library has requested $1,000.00 to support the 

Annual Summer Enrichment Program.  The City Manager is requesting direction from the City 
Council regarding the funding request of the Marion Baysinger Memorial Library.  Please Note: 
that a small budget adjustment or amendment maybe needed in the Council's Discretionary 
Spending Account due to its currently over budget.  Council's original budget was $7,500; 
currently this line item is over $12,500.      
 

 We are ready to proceed with our KaBOOM! grant playground! We will be holding our 
community build day for John Wesley Griffin Park on Saturday, June 25th from 8am – 3pm. 
Please see the attached volunteer registration flyer for additional details.  The playground itself 



will be installed during the week of June 20th, but we will be adding some finishing touches to it, 
as well as completing park enhancement projects on the 25th.  Please let Parks & Recreation 
Manager, Rebekah Morgan know if you will be able to attend as a volunteer, or participate in 
the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony scheduled for 3pm.  Ms. Morgan will also make time available for 
any council members interested in speaking at the ceremony.  Please see "Attachment 5" for 
more volunteer details. 
 

 As the result from parking concerns raised by citizens, the city has pursued aggressive parking 
enforcement as of January of this year.  As requested staff has presented an accounting of the 
parking enforcement and citations between January 2016 and May 2016.  Please see 
"Attachment 6" for a report of the paid, unpaid, and repeat offenders of the city parking 
ordinance.  Please note; these efforts can only be successful; unless citizens are willing to call 
the PD if parking issues occur.  

 
 City Planner Kenneth Comia submitted his resignation last week in order to accept employment 

with the Osceola County Government.  Mr. Comia, notes that Osceola County is a community 
where he resides and he appreciates the opportunity he has had working for the City of 
Groveland.  His last day with the City of Groveland will be June 17th. 

 
 
Follow up / Reminder items: 

 SRT Communications and Marketing, (the City's 4th of July event planners ) are accepting entries 
for the pie eating contest and the family feud game show.  Entries are due and Groveland 
Citizens interested in participating in either of the pie eating contest, or the family feud game 
show activities can go to www.grovelandjuly4th.com to complete and submit an entry form. 

 
 
Events: 

 4th of July Celebration - Downtown Groveland starting 9:00 am 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Good afternoon Redmond, 

Thank you for your email, the content of which I have now discussed with our Team. 

My understanding from an earlier email from Anita, is that the legal process for establishing the legal 

description required by the DEP (before we can even apply for permitting), is likely to be costly; 

However we have no idea of the likely legal cost at this stage? 

Perhaps Anita could advise in this respect.  When we first approached you, we did so as prospective 

tenants, as we understood that Lake David Park was a public facility, including the lake itself. 

In our viability calculations, we therefore assumed that the title to the lake would not be an issue, 

although we did wonder if any lease arrangement would be with the City or with the DEP, as the lake 

title with Lake County Records indicated that the smaller part of Lake David was State owned? 

Our budget includes the costs (at our risk) in seeking the required permit from the DEP, as well as the 

high costs of purchase, importation and erection, of the specialist cable equipment from Rixen, 

Germany.   Also in our budget is the cost of providing a reception and storage building, together with the 

waterproof housing for the equipment computer system.  

As you will appreciate, we did not envisage, or budget for dealing with any legal ownership issue.  We 

believe that this is a matter that is for the City and the State to resolve, particularly as the City are 

already operating this as a public facility being part of Lake David Park.  As this legal ownership issue has 

now been discovered, we see this as an opportunity for The City of Groveland to take the necessary 

legal steps to acquire the title, particularly as the State have made it quite clear that they do not want 

the responsibility of ownership. 

Should your Council, through Anita, be able to resolve this and take over the title from the State, then 

we would be delighted to negotiate a lease or joint venture arrangement with the City, from which you 

will derive a regular income, funded by the receipts from the public use of our cable system. 

I hope this helps and look forward to hearing the outcome of your meeting on 6th June. 

Kindest regards 

Jeff & Karine 

Blue Wake LLC 
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On 25 May 2016 at 19:37, Redmond Jones <Redmond.Jones@groveland-fl.gov> wrote: 

Jeff and Karine; 

 In preparation of the June 6th City Council, I have received question from member(s) of City Council as 

to Blue Wake LLC's willingness to cover the expenses related to establishing a legal description and 

other legal work associated getting the ownership proof required by DEP.  What is Blue Wake's position 

in that discussion? 

Redmond Jones II, MPA 

City Manager 

City of Groveland 

156 S. Lake Ave, Groveland, FL 34736 

352-429-2141 x250 | Fax: 352-429-3852 

 "the City with a future, watch us grow" 

 www.groveland-fl.gov 

       Visit us on Facebook 

 Top Five Safest City in Florida by Safe Choice Security 2014  

Top Ten Safest Place in Florida by Movoto 2014 
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